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In the Matter of

Program to Monitor Impacts
Of Universal Service Mechanisms.
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)

CC Docket No. 96-45
CCB-IAD File No. 98-101

COMMENTS OF SPRINT LOCAL TELEPHONE COMPANIES

On April 24, 1998, the Commission's Common Carrier Bureau issued a Public

Notice calling for comment on a proposed program to monitor universal service

support mechanisms. Following the Commission's direction, the Bureau has suggested

the creation of a number of monitoring reports that relate to the payments made and

monies received from the support mechanisms. The Sprint Local Telephone Companies

herein offer their comments on the specifics of the Bureau's proposal.

Sprint is generally not opposed to either the proposed content or timing of the

monitoring reports as outlined in the Bureau's proposal. It would caution, however,

that in gathering data, the Bureau should take advantage of information already

reported to the Commission, specifically through ARMIS, and not burden the carriers

by requiring such data to be filed repeatedly, though in different formats. For example,

at paragraph 44, the Bureau expresses its desire to include data on presubscribed lines

to measure network growth. Sprint notes that the access line data is reported on the

ARMIS 43-08, Operating Statistics report is more than sufficient to serve as a measure of
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network growth. There is, therefore, no need to collect information on presubscribed

lines from the ILECs for this purpose.

In a similar vein, the Bureau should look to sources other than the carriers in

gathering data for the monitoring reports. At paragraph 6, the Bureau outlines

generally the direction of the new monitoring program, noting that it will document

and appraise contributions, disbursements and various measures of the impacts of

universal support mechanism. Sprint believes data on these items should come directly

from the Universal Service Administrator rather than individual carriers. By the same

token, the information sought through paragraph 9 on state universal service

mechanisms should be secured from state regulatory bodies.

Sprint also cautions the Bureau against seeking information at such a low level of

detail as to make it not only impossible to interpret, but of virtually no value. For

example, at paragraph 27, the Bureau seeks comment on the level of detail it should

require regarding the amount of support provided to eligible carriers. The Bureau

recognizes, and Sprint agrees, that measuring this information at a support area level

will produce an unrealistic and unmanageable amount of data. Sprint suggests instead

that a larger geographic area, such as a county or state, be used for reporting purposes.

The same is true for the information being sought in paragraphs 31 and 34, regarding

the level of detail that should be published regarding the schools and libraries and rural

health care programs. Sprint strongly believes that reporting by individual school,

library or health care provider would produce data too voluminous to be of benefit.
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Summarized data, by type or size of institution and by state, would be more

appropriate.

Finally, at paragraph 38, the Bureau proposes to expand the local rate survey to

report available rates for rural areas. In order to accomplish this task, it proposes to

collect information, on an annual basis, from a stratified random sample of local

exchange carriers serving representative service areas, in all states, including urban and

rural areas. Sprint asserts that this very data is currently collected from the RBOCs and

GTE. To the extent these companies provide service in both urban and rural areas and

thus are able to offer a reasonably representative sampling, Sprint suggests that the

information already collected may serve the Bureau's purposes.

Respectfully submitted,
SPRINT LOCAL TELPHONE COMPANIES

By _L.--C._./[U_>---=-J

J~ey
1850 M Street N.W., 11th Floor
Washington, DC 20036-5807
(202) 857-1030

Sandra K. Williams
P. O. Box 11315
Kansas City, MO 64112
(913) 624-1200
Its Attorneys

May 26,1998
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Richard S. Whitt
Worldcom, Inc. d/b/a LDDS WorldCom
1120 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036

Jere W. Glover
David W. Zesiger
US Small Business Administration
409 Third Street, SW
Suite 7800
Washington, DC 20416

Mark D. Wilkerson
Brantley & Wilkerson
PO Box 830
Montgomery, AL 36101-0830

Attorneys for Alabama-Mississippi Telephone

Assoc.

Jill A. Lesser
People of the American Way
2000 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

James R. Hobson
Donelan, Cleary, Wood & Maser
1100 New York Avenue, NW
Suite 750
Washington, DC 20005-3934

Attorneys for National Emergency Number

Assoc.

Charles McClure
Syracuse University School of Information Studies
4-116 Center for Science & Technology
Syracuse, NY 13244-4100

Henry M. Rivera
Larry S. Solomon
J. Thomas Nolan
Ginsburg, Feldman and Bress
1250 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Ronald L. Plesser
James J. Halpert
Mark J. O'Connor
Piper & Marbury
1200 19th Street, NW
7th Floor
Washington, DC 20036

Attorneys for Commercial Internet Exchange

Assoc.

Mark C. Rosenblum
Peter H. Jacoby
Judy Sello
AT&T Corporation
295 North Maple Avenue
Room 3244Jl
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920


